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NEWS FROM URUGUAY & LATIN AMERICA

Clinging to God's word

Please pray with us for:

Meaning of life for
young Uruguayans

Theological
education project

The two church
plants

Partnership and
cooperative work

Financial support

“so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)

When we ask ourselves how our ministry
can touch lives—serving as an
instrument so that God's Word may
touch hearts and transform people—God
places in our path young people who
find no meaning in their lives and easily

fall prey to anxiety and depression;
expatriates arriving in a culturally
different country where their own

language is not spoken, leaving them
feeling distressed and alone; christians
unable to find a place to gatherin a

country SO secular that some
neighborhoods have virtually no
churches; and congregations that do not
know where to train the next generation
of leaders and pastors.

While this vast task makes us feel small,
we place our full trust in God and His
Word.
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If you feel called to walk alongside us in this ministry, do it!
We would love to share how God is using us in Latin

America.

Pray with us and contact us by email (listed on the last

page) or through our social media.

If you wish to support us financially, you can do so directly
through our agency, SONetwork (https://sonetwork.org/).
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Delivering the Good News:
Theological Education

And Jesus came and said to them,“All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.

And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)

One of the ways we carry out our
ministry in Latin America is through | Nr "mi
theological education. We feel blessed to -

be coordinating an Urban Mission e 18 T ﬁ ‘l”“t w
Training Program that will conclude this
coming November. Launched in March
of this year, the program currently has 50
students enrolled from various regions of
Peru.

They come from different independent Lutheran churches across the country, all
seeking to revitalize their congregations and evangelize their cities to reach the
unreached.

To support this work—for instance, during our trip to Brazil in May—we recorded
Spanish video lessons for a module taught by a professor originally from Brazil (now
living in the US.) who was unable to attend the weekly virtual classes. These
recordings allowed him to participate and enabled students to benefit from his
knowledge and experience.

In this context, we recognize the growing need among Spanish-speaking Lutheran
congregations to train their leaders and future pastors through biblical-theological
programs that address the realities of Latin American society.

This confirms for us the imperative to continue strengthening our educational
ministry by establishing a Bible and theology school that systematizes these efforts
and provides solid, biblically grounded, accessible, and affordable theological
education.

: To move forward in this direction, we
Prinoros€ristiancs: 5 continue to build connections with our
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South American brothers and sisters in
Brazil and Peru, fostering relationships
with these partner Lutheran churches.
We pray that God uses us as a center for
training and as an instrument to
strengthen His Church.




Ministering to church plants

Our church-planting ministry in Uruguay
continues to be—in accordance with
God'’s will—both challenging and fruitful.
Worship services are held regularly in
both Montevideo and Punta del Este,
each according to the local context.

A significant milestone for our church in
Punta del Este—and we thank God for
this—was holding our first spiritual
retreat.

Under the theme "The Faith That Unites
Us," we gathered with our fellow
believers to delve deeper into the Word,
fellowship, and prayer, focusing on the
first two articles of the Apostles' Creed.
The event was a great blessing, and we
hope God allows us to hold such
gatherings at least once a year with the
brothers and sisters who make up our
church community.

Looking ahead, we plan to launch small groups in Punta del Este by the end of the
year, focusing on Bible study and discipleship. May God move more brothers and
sisters to open their homes and desire to meet in these groups.

To serve and love
the place where we are

Because we love the Uruguayans who have not yet been reached by the Gospel—a
vast number of people, representing over 50% of the population—our ministry seeks
to serve society in various ways.

Therefore, we continue with our Spanish
conversation group in Punta del Este, a
space that allows us to help expatriates
improve their performance in the local
language, raise relevant topics in
conversations, and show them the love
that God has for them.




Working in partnership is fundamental in Uruguay; in such a secular society,
collaboration enriches and strengthens us as we work together as the Body of Christ.

We have walked alongside the
Montevideo YMCA since our arrival in the
country, and last August, we saw the fruit
of this joint effort when we welcomed
our first mission team from Minnesota,
USA. A group of 18 people—including
adult leaders and youth from "The Why
Church" in Elk River, Minnesota, a
congregation within  our Lutheran
association—traveled to this small nation
to share a week of their lives with local
Uruguayans. They visited YMCA social
programs, our church in Montevideo, the
YMCA's Camp  Artigas, and an
agricultural school near the camp. We
thank God for their joy and commitment,
and for the way He used them during
those days.
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Also, last June, we began a partnership with CBU (University

. Bible Community). This organization seeks to reach

i university students through informal gatherings on
campuses to read God's Word and discuss how He works in
our lives through it. This new alliance allows us not only to
yu\l&ga] o reach young people in Montevideo but also to create a
# space for local university students in Punta del Este.

This work with young people is vitally important in this country. Uruguay has the
highest suicide rate in Latin America and the Caribbean, and is also number 5
worldwide, which mainly affects young people. This is a difficult situation, a reflection
of the secularism of society, and in the face of this, we are certain that only Christ can

give them hope and a meaning of life. W”{ I

revmnunez@gmail.com
variniacuello@gmail.com
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https://mzuruguay.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1034750617937327
https://sonetwork.org/learn/where-we-serve/uruguay/

	Walking together
	September 2026
	NEWS FROM URUGUAY & LATIN AMERICA
	Clinging to God's word
	When we ask ourselves how our ministry can touch lives—serving as an instrument so that God’s Word may touch hearts and transform people—God places in our path young people who find no meaning in their lives and easily fall prey to anxiety and depression; expatriates arriving in a culturally different country where their own language is not spoken, leaving them feeling distressed and alone; christians unable to find a place to gather in a
	country so secular that some neighborhoods have virtually no churches; and congregations that do not know where to train the next generation of leaders and pastors.
	While this vast task makes us feel small, we place our full trust in God and His Word.

	Miguel
	and Varinia

	Delivering the Good News:
	Theological Education
	And Jesus came and said to them,“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
	teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
	And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
	One of the ways we carry out our ministry in Latin America is through theological education. We feel blessed to be coordinating an Urban Mission Training Program that will conclude this coming November. Launched in March of this year, the program currently has 50 students enrolled from various regions of Peru.
	They come from different independent Lutheran churches across the country, all seeking to revitalize their congregations and evangelize their cities to reach the unreached.
	To support this work—for instance, during our trip to Brazil in May—we recorded Spanish video lessons for a module taught by a professor originally from Brazil (now living in the U.S.) who was unable to attend the weekly virtual classes. These recordings allowed him to participate and enabled students to benefit from his knowledge and experience.
	In this context, we recognize the growing need among Spanish-speaking Lutheran congregations to train their leaders and future pastors through biblical-theological programs that address the realities of Latin American society.
	This confirms for us the imperative to continue strengthening our educational ministry by establishing a Bible and theology school that systematizes these efforts and provides solid, biblically grounded, accessible, and affordable theological education.
	To move forward in this direction, we continue to build connections with our South American brothers and sisters in Brazil and Peru, fostering relationships with these partner Lutheran churches. We pray that God uses us as a center for training and as an instrument to strengthen His Church.


	Ministering to church plants
	Our church-planting ministry in Uruguay continues to be—in accordance with God’s will—both challenging and fruitful. Worship services are held regularly in both Montevideo and Punta del Este, each according to the local context.
	A significant milestone for our church in Punta del Este—and we thank God for this—was holding our first spiritual retreat.
	Under the theme "The Faith That Unites Us," we gathered with our fellow believers to delve deeper into the Word, fellowship, and prayer, focusing on the first two articles of the Apostles' Creed. The event was a great blessing, and we hope God allows us to hold such gatherings at least once a year with the brothers and sisters who make up our church community.
	Looking ahead, we plan to launch small groups in Punta del Este by the end of the year, focusing on Bible study and discipleship. May God move more brothers and sisters to open their homes and desire to meet in these groups.

	To serve and love
	the place where we are
	Thank you for reading!
	mzuruguay.wordpress.com
	Facebook


